Team 82 Update
Trophy Round

Hamllton 400 18 — 20 April 2008

It was with great anticipation that the team approached our first ever street race — the inaugural
Hamilton 400 last weekend. As we were supporting the Australian Supercars our usual practice
and testing sessions were cut to a single 30 minute session, making it crucial to get out fast and get
some laps under our belt. The track (being a street only a day earlier) was quite bumpy and the car
bottomed out quite badly over these bumps and the motor was found to be quite sluggish. An
earlier accident caused the, already limited testing time, to be cut short, meaning no changes were
able to be made prior to the session finishing.

QUALIFYING — FRIDAY 18 APRIL

Following testing the car was raised and the springs and suspensmn were changed to better
accommodate the track. Fuel was added to the Rl e

motor to richen it up (make it more drivable). The
first (all cars) qualifying session saw the car still
hitting the track quite badly, despite being raised.
In spite of this Michael stil managed the 15"
fastest lap time, enough to get him through to the
next qualifying round.  Changes were made
between qualifying sessions which improved the
performance, however the car was still bottoming
out and with the session finishing, Michael
managed a 16" fastest lap time at 1:34.5519.
Following qualifying minor changes were made to
the suspension to improve handling and speed.

RACE 1 — SATURDAY 19 APRIL (14 LAPS)

From grid position 16, Michael had a good start and held his position in a car with significantly
better suspension. Before one lap was completed, the rain started to fall, causing the track to be
very slippery on slick tyres. An incident (fortunately not involving us) caused the safety car to come
out to enable debris to be
removed from the track.
Michael was shoved out a
bit on the restart, dropping
back one place. With the
rain becoming increasingly
heavy the race was full of
incidents and the officials
made the decision to stop
the race early, after only 6
of the 14 laps. Michael
managed to avoid most of
the incidents and, with a
couple of cars needing to
pit, and a couple of passes
he finished the race in 13" position. A spectacular 360° spin mid track just after the race was
called off gave the punters something to cheer about and caused the crew to miss a few heart
beats, however Michael again managed to avoid the wall. Given the amount of panel-beating going
on in the NZV8 pits after race one, we were lucky to sustain only minor damage to the front of the
car.
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RACE 2 — SUNDAY 19 APRIL (18 LAPS)

Following race one the car was, yet again,

raised a bit more and the carburetor was

taken off, cleaned out and checked to

attempt to improve the motor further (for us

non-mechanics, the carburetor controls the

air and fuel mixture that goes through the

motor). The weather had improved by

race two, leading to faster speeds and

more chances taken at passing. Starting

13™, Michael got bumped back a bit on the

start, but recovered to make a “brave

move” down the front straight, passing a

few cars, causing a bit of rubbing damage.

Unfortunately there is a sharp right hander

at the end of the straight and as Michael

“couldn’t quite stop the car at the end of the straight” he went into a “controlled slide” which
collected another car in the process - fortunately both cars were able to continue the race.
Describing the race as a bit of a “shambles”, he was then drilled into the side by another
competitor coming into turn four, resulting in a massive cloud of smoke and another spectacular
360° again managing to miss the walls. This incident caused him to drop back a few places,
however he managed to make up most of these by the end of the race, finishing in 12" position.

RACE 3 — SUNDAY 20 APRIL (20 LAPS)

Due to the Hamilton 400 being a street race, the officials very wisely decided to forgo the usual
reverse grid race in favour of a standard 20 lap race. Starting in 15" position, Michael didn't get
off to a good start, dropping back to 17". He made good progress, moving up to 13" where he
engaged in a two lap battle with another competitor, finally managing to pass and get well clear of
him and setting his fastest racing lap time. Sitting in 12" position in a car that “felt the best it had
all weekend” Michael was in a “drag race” coming into turn two when there was “a loud bang and
rattling noise” (later identified as a blown diff). Fortunately there is a run off at this corner and
Michael took it, parking the car in a safe place, ending his race.

Michael finished the weekend in a very respectable 18" position of the 29 cars racing for the
weekend, clear of many very experienced drivers.

This finishes the 2007 — 2008 NZV8 round and we would, once again, like to say THANK YOU to
all our sponsors. We have appreciated having you on board for this season and hope you've
enjoyed the racing action (where at the track or via these updates). We hope to see you again
next season. If you would like to discuss sponsorship opportunities for next season, please
contact team owner Stephen Richards on 021 846 999.
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