
 

Broken diff i mpedes top ten finish  

After some solid performances and a car that had great race speed the TEX 
Onsite team came away from Pukekohe wondering what might have been.  
While on course to finish well inside the top ten for the season a broken 
differential abruptly stopped Michael Bristow in race three of the BNT V8Õs at 
the Hydraulink Grand Finals at Pukekohe Park Raceway.  This dashed their 
chances and slid them down to eleventh overall for the series. 

 

What had come out of the first race on Saturday afternoon was that the car 
was very quick around Pukekohe.  Starting eleventh on the grid Bristow was 
back down to eighteenth after avoiding a spinning Dale Williams in turn one 
on the first lap.   

 

By lap nine he was up to twelfth but then got shunted back to eighteenth.  
After finishing fifteenth the team had confidence that not only was the car 
strong but it had very good race speed. 

 

ÒIn the race the car was really really good.  An awesome racecar really.   We 
came flying through but just ran out of brakes,Ó commented Bristow. 

His comments were the same for the second race after starting fifteenth and 
finishing eleventh.  At this stage Bristow was ninth equal in the championship 
with Adam Brook, both being only forty-one points behind Andrew Anderson 
in eighth. 

 

Having the differential break in the last championship race of the season was 
a cruel blow.  Having learnt that this was a weak point on a V8 the team had 
got into a habit of regular inspection and replacement of this part. 

 

With no points available from the last race they could only watch as the drama 
unfolded before them as Kayne Scott took the championship from John 
McIntyre in the last few laps.  In turn those around Bristow in the 
championship finished, gained points and moved ahead on the leader board. 

 

The team head back home to Paeroa and prepare for the non-championship 
round at the Hamilton 400 in April.   

 


